Effect of antibodies against the gap junction protein on differentiation of induced embryonic cells.
Microinjections of antibodies against gap junction protein to early blastomeres of Xenopus laevis were succeeded by the treatments of mesodermal inductor. It was found that induction was not affected by the injection of the antibodies but the differentiation of notochord and muscle was impeded at different degrees. Cell interactions via gap junction communication seem to be involved in the differentiation of the induced cells.